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These were Carnot's chief advisers in Paris; it remains to
be seen how he was served at the front. The representatives
on mission with the armies were of the same type as the
deputies on mission who established the Terror in the pro-
vinces They were by no means all officers of the old army;
most of them were avocats, who had never seen a shot fired
in their lives, yet they all showed themselves steady under
fire, and many of them gave evidence of real heroism. The
gallant deeds of Merlin of Thionville and Rewbell in the
defence of Mayence and in La Vendee have been already men-
tioned, and allusion has also been made to the courage and
military qualities of certain other deputies in La Vendee, such
as Bourbotte, Choudieu, and Richard.1 In inspiring the most
obstinate defence of the French fortresses besieged by the
enemy, they were especially successful, and the deputies Briez
and Cochon de Lapparent in Valenciennes, Berlier and Trullard
in Dunkirk, Drouet in Maubeuge, and Dentzel in Landau,
deserve to be compared with the defenders of Mayence. The
dangers which they had to run were not slight; Fabre of the
H6rault was killed in one of the battles on the Spanish
frontier, Duquesnoy and Chasles were wounded when with
the army of the North, and Drouet was taken prisoner in
trying to break out of Maubeuge. The deputies with the
armies had to bear all responsibility: it was to them that
the generals in command made their complaints, that the
officers made their suggestions and the soldiers grumbled;
they had to provide ammunition, food, and clothing; they had
to see that the generals obeyed the orders of the Great Com-
mittee, and had to watch them closely for the slightest sign of
disloyalty to the Republic or of disobedience to the Com-
mittee, when they had to arrest them even at the head of their
troops. The constant activity of mind and body displayed by
the representatives may be imagined from this sketch of their
multifarious duties, and the wonder is that so many men
should have beeen found to do the work so well These
deputies on mission with the armies were drawn from the
1 Vol. ii. chap. vui. p. 265.